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argument ensued. Mr. Gandhi calmed us down.
<c There Is a oneness running through all the faiths.
It Is clearly perceivable. They are like so many
fingers on one hand. There Is a difference In ritaal.
In garbj In words and customs; but if I tear down
these unessential things I find that at rock bottom
there Is one faith. And that is simple. One day
we shall forget all these differences, or$ if they
remain, they \vill be delightful thfligs like different
colours which give a pleasant variety to life. We
shall become mutually tolerant and sensibly respect-
fill to each other's faiths and nations. We are even
perceiving the necessity of tolerating folly. You
hear a lot about Hindu-Moslem strife and Jealousy,
but you do not realise that these quarrels are mostly
engineered. It is easy for leaders to set their people
against each other, but actually among the people
themselves there Is real harmony when left to them-
selves, they live at peace. Hindus are invited to
Moslem festivals and go as honoured guests; they
are glad to do good turns to each other. There is
a deep-rooted inherent goodness In humanity,
otherwise It would have perished long ago.33
Someone asked: " Mr. Gandhi, if sorrow makes for
character, doesn't It prove that nations need war? **
" I think that Is a false doctrine," he answered.
" Sorrow and suffering make for character if they
are voluntarily borne, but not if they are Imposed.
Now the result of a non-violent war would be indeed
brilliant for all concerned, but In wars experienced
in the past It is very clear that they lead soon
inevitably to grossness and cruelty/*